[Oncology and palliative medicine].
Approximately one half of patients who receive the diagnosis of cancer still die as the result of their disease. To be able to adequately meet the patients and their families needs, it is essential that oncologists and palliative care physicians cooperate closely. How the recommendations of international institutions are concerning the cooperation between the fields of oncology and palliative care medicine can be approached is exemplified by the concepts developed in the Center for Integrated Oncology (CIO Cologne/Bonn) at the University Hospital in Cologne and discussed critically.